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WƻƘƴƴȅ YŜŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƘƻƳŜǎǘŜŀŘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
tƛǇŜǎ ŀǊŜŀ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻŦ ¸ǳŎŎŀ ±ŀƭƭŜȅΦ YŜŜΩǎ 
ƘŀƴŘ-ǿǊƛǧŜƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ άǘƘŜ tƛǇŜǎέ ƛǎ ŬƭƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 
ƧŜǿŜƭǎΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ƙƛǎπ
ǘƻǊȅ ǎƻ ǊŀǊŜ ƛǘ ǊƛǾŀƭǎ ƳŀƴǳǎŎǊƛǇǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜŘ YŜȅǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ŀǎƛƴΦ !ƴȅ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ƴŀƳŜǎ ƛǎ ŎƻƛƴŎƛŘŜƴǘŀƭΦ ά[ƻǎǘ 
DƻƭŘέ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ YŜŜΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎΦ 

LostLost  
  GoldGold  
By Johnny Kee 

One morning when my wife, Addah, 
and I were on our way back from 
taking our oldest boy, Corky, down 
to Yucca Valley to school, we were 
near the old land-mark known as 
ñThe Windmillò which was about 
half way between cowboy headquar-
ters at Warrenôs Well and the mouth 
of Pipes Canyon.  

    As I remember now we were 
about like two little country kids 
ourselves as we drove along, always 
watching for some petrified yucca 
wood that we might gather and sell,  

or a fresh coyote or fox track going 
along in the dust that we might set a 
trap for and catch and sell his hide 
for about $3.00.  

     All at once as we ójostledô along 
in our old Model T Ford, there by 
the side of the road was a ladyôs 
purse, almost in the very same ruts 
we were following. There were 
some fresh tracks where someone 
had walked around there a little bit, 
too, so I said, ñSay, Mammie, did 
you see that purse, there by the side 
of the road where themôs peopleôs 
tracks were? 

     ñNo,ò she said, ñI didnôt.ò  

     We stopped, backed up to the 
tracks and looked around, Sure 
enough, there lay one of them old 
fashioned kind of womenôs purses 
almost big enough for an overnight 
kit. It did look a little the worse for 
wear and was pretty well scuffed up, 
but it was heavy. I handed it to 
Mammie and we proceeded to check 
to see why the people had stopped 
and tracked around there but we 
found no clue.  

     Mammie opened the purse and 
there was a letter, cards and a driv-
erôs license for a Mrs. Floyd 
Vaughn. We had never heard of 
those folks before.  

    ñOh, gee, itôs heavy,ò Mammie 
said, giving the purse a little swing 
in the air.  

  /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ƻƴ tŀƎŜ р  
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recommends  
the following  
slate to serve as 
 2014-2015 Officers: 

 

Laurie Geeson 
Board President 

 

Bob Connors 
1st Vice President 

 

Karen Ford 
2nd Vice President 

 

Jim Spotts 
Treasurer 

 

Kim Abramson 
Recording Secretary 

 

 

Nominations  
will also be taken  
from the floor  
at the  

15
th
 Annual  
Member  
Meeting 

MBHS  
Nominating  
Committee 

 [ŀǳǊƛŜ DŜŜǎƻƴΥ  bƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 
[ŀǳǊƛŜ ǎŜŜƪǎ ǊŜ-ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŀ пǘƘ ǘŜǊƳΦ 
{ƘŜΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀŎǝǾŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ 
ƛƴŎŜǇǝƻƴΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ŀ ƴŀǝǾŜ ƻŦ aƻǊƻƴƎƻ 
±ŀƭƭŜȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǎƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ 
tŀǳƭΦ [ŀǳǊƛŜ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭ ŀǊŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƳŜƳπ
ōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜπ
ǾƻǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘπ
ƻǳǘ aƻǊƻƴƎƻ .ŀǎƛƴΦ [ŀǳǊƛŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘǎ ŀ 
ŘŜŜǇ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǎƘŜ 
ƛǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴΤ a.I{ Ƙŀǎ ōŜƴŜŬǘŜŘ 
ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ŘƛƭƛƎŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  
 

.ƻō /ƻƴƴƻǊǎΥ  bƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ  
мǎǘ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ tǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ 
! ǎƛȄ-ǘŜǊƳ Ǉŀǎǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ .ƻō ǿŀǎ 
ŎƻŀȄŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǊŜǝǊŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƭŜƴŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊπ
ƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǎƪƛƭƭǎΦ .ƻō ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƘƛƎƘ 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǿŜŜǘƘŜŀǊǘΣ /ƘŀǊƭȅƴŜΣ сп ƘŀǇǇȅ 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ¸ǳŎŎŀ 
±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƛƴ мффр ŀƊŜǊ ƘŜ ǊŜǝǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 
ол-ȅŜŀǊ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
D¢9Φ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǿƻ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΣ 
ǘǿƻ ƎǊŀƴŘŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ-
ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴǎΦ  .ƻō ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ǝƳŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǝƴƪŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ƛǎƴϥǘ 
άƎŜǩƴƎ ϥŜǊ ŘƻƴŜϦ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ a.I{Φ 
 

YŀǊŜƴ CƻǊŘΥ  bƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ  
нƴŘ ±ƛŎŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΣ CƛƴŀƴŎŜǎ  
YŀǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ DŀǊȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ 
[ŀƴŘŜǊǎ ƛƴ мфут ǎƻ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘ  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
άǎǘǊŜǘŎƘ ƻǳǘΦέ YŀǊŜƴ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ ōŀƴπ
ǉǳŜǘ ƳŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƛƴ wŜƴƻ ŀƴŘ ŀƊŜǊ ƳƻǾπ
ƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǎƘŜ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ 
ǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƻǇ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǝŜǎ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛƭƭ 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ŎŀǘŜǊƛƴƎ 
ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ YŀǊŜƴΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊǝǎŜ ƛƴ ŦƻƻŘ 
ǇǊŜǇ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ƘŀƴŘȅ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ǎƘŜΩǎ ƛƴ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜŘƻπ
ƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀŘǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 
[ŀƴŘŜǊϥǎ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
 

WƛƳ {ǇƻǘǘǎΥ bƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ  
ŦƻǊ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ 
WƛƳΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ Lƴ нлмлΣ WƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǿƛŦŜ /ƭŀǳπ
Řƛŀ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ WƻǎƘǳŀ ¢ǊŜŜ ƘƻƳŜ 
ōǳƛƭǘ ōȅ ƻƴŜ ǘƘŜ !ǊŎƘ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎΣ ŀŎπ
ŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǳǎǘƻƳ ƘƛƎƘ ŘŜǎŜǊǘ 
ƘƻƳŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ рлϥǎ ŀƴŘ слϥǎΦ  WƛƳΩǎ 
ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ŬƴŀƴŎŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƘƛƳ ŦŜŜƭ 
ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ a.I{ ōƻƻƪǎΦ  
¢ƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŜƴƧƻȅ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳǇƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ 
ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 
ŀǊŜ ŀŎǝǾŜ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊŀƎƛƭŜ 
ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
 

YƛƳ !ōǊŀƳǎƻƴΥ  bƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ 
ŦƻǊ wŜŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 
YƛƳΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƳ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
WŀƴǳŀǊȅΦ {ƘŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ±ŀƭπ
ƭŜȅ ƛƴ нллп ŀƊŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ŦƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ 
ƻǾŜǊǎŜŀǎ ŀǎ ŀƴ !ǊƳȅ ƳŜŘƛŎΦ YƛƳ 
ŎƻƳŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƊŜǊ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ 
ŀǎ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ мǎǘ {ŜǊƎŜŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
/ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊΦ {ƘŜ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ !ǎǎƴΦ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǎƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƘŜǊ ōƭǳŜ 
ƴƻǎŜŘ ǇƛǘΣ .ŀōȅ .ƭǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉƛǘ ƳƛȄΣ 
WǳƴƛƻǊΣ ƎǊŜŜǘ ƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛŎƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƪƛǎǎπ
ŜǎΦ 
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It is hard to believe that summer is almost over 
and the annual meeting is right around the cor-
ner.  The regular volunteers have their noses to 
the grindstone getting projects finished. 

     A new face on Tuesdays is Cheryl Nanker-
vis who is following up on her promise to help 
with the oral interviews. We are excited, she 
and I, to be interviewing 
the Kee sisters. One of their grand-
pa's reports is the featured cover 
story in this issue; his writing style 
is as fascinating as are his slice of 
life accounts. We anticipate publish-
ing more of his hand-written prose in 
coming issues and hope you enjoy 
reading them as much as we do. 

     Stu and Ruth Durant dropped by on a re-
cent Tuesday and were enthused to see the fin-
ished portico (pictured above, right). They donat-
ed seed money to start the project and were 
amazed how great it turned out. They loved the 
color and were happy the church pews they ar-

ranged to have donated look so good on the porti-
co. We appreciate the Durant's and all the folks 
who contributed by purchasing or donating treas-
ures at Museum Marketplace, attending our out-
door films, field trips, and 2nd  Wednes-
day programs at Hi Desert Nature Museum. 
 

     In anticipation of the Sept. 21 Annual Meet-
ing, the Post Office Committee is organizing a 
new look for the original Landers structure which 
sits on our campus. We urge you to stroll along 
the new sidewalk that leads you there. Bill Smith 
was the contractor and Hi Grade Materials deliv-
ered the concrete. We highly recommend them 
for quality work and professionalism. 

    In other news, weôre expanding the open house 
hours at the Landers Museum & Research Center 
campus with weekend hours from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Drop by and see the exhibit on movies 
filmed in Pioneertown. Volunteer docents staff 

the Museum 
and we hope 
the expanded 
hours will 
bring a tax de-
duction.   

If youôre in-
terested in 
helping we 
can certainly 

use extra assistance.  The 
AC keeps the building cool and 

depending on how many show up you may 
have time for reading (weôve an extensive collec-
tion of books by local authors) or listening to an 
oral interview of an interesting pioneer. 

See you at the Annual Meeting September 21st. 
 

Laurie GeesonΣ President 

   Morongo Basin Historical Society 

From Hwy 62 go 10 miles north on Old Woman Springs Rd (Hwy.247). Turn right on Reche Rd, turn right on 
Landers Lane.  MBHS is 3/10s of a mile south of the Post Office, on the right.  Call ahead to 760-364-2000. 

                 

                  Come see what weôve been up to é Tuesdayôs from 10:30 am to 3 pm  
 And NOW weekends from 11 am to 3 pm              

 

Morongo Basin Historical Society 

         Museum & Research Center 
                 632 Landers Lane, Landers, CA 92285 

Impressions .    
f rom the .President  

Clockwise from 
top left: 

Treasurer Jim 
Spotts, Secretary 
Sue Abramson,  
1st  VP Bob 
Connors, and 

President Laurie  
Geeson.  

 
(2nd VP  

Karen Ford  
not  pictured.)   

Photo by Glenn Isaacs 
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Wednesday,  

  Sept. 10, 2014  
ñLocal 
Legend 
Bill Keys 
1879- 
1969.ò  
Laureen 
Lentz, re-
tired 
Joshua 
Tree Na-
tional 
Park interpreter at the Desert 
Queen Ranch, presents. 

 

    

 

 

Wednesday,  

October 8, 2014  

ñThe Life and Times  
of Archaeologist  
Mark Harrington,ò  

historian & archeologist,  
John Hale, Ph.D. presents. 

 

     Wednesday,  

Nov.12, 2014  

W. Dean Hunter, h.D, 
author ñFor Love of 
Life and Country,ò 
decorated war veteran, 
U. S. Marine Corps 
and Lt. Col USAF 
Ret. pilot talks about 
his experiences serv-
ing his country.   
 

    Wednesday,  

Dec. 10,  2014 
ñHomesteading:  
  The Free Land Ideaò  
Lorna Shuman,  
  National Park Service,  
presents.   

 
 Wednesday,  

Jan. 14, 2015 

ñJoshua Trees:  
History and 
Mythsò  
Chris Clarke,  
natural  
history  
writer,  
presents. 

 

   Wednesday,  

Feb. 11, 2015  

 ñGold:  A History  
of Prospecting.ò  
Charles Sherry,  
prospector and member  
of First Class  
Miners Group,  
presents. 
 

   Wed.,  

March 

11, 

2015 

ñNevada! 
Meet Your 

Neighbor.ò   
Stephenie  Slahor, 

Ph.D,  
explores   
Nevada's  
history. 

 

  

 
   

 Wednesday,  

April 8,2015  

ñFlora of the  
Morongo Basin  
and Joshua Tree  
National Park.ò  

Darrell Shade,  
desert naturalist &  
botanist, presents. 

 

   Wednesday,  

May 13, 2015  

Tony Soares, potter,  
flint knapper and artisan.  
Topic to be announced.  

      

Wednesday,  

June 10, 2015 

ñMyth in the Mojaveò  
Catherine Svehla, Ph.D, 
mythologist  
and storyteller, presents.  

tǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴπ
ǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƘŜƭŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Iƛ-5ŜǎŜǊǘ 
bŀǘǳǊŜ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƛƴ ¸ǳŎŎŀ 
±ŀƭƭŜȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ нƴŘ ²ŜŘƴŜǎπ
Řŀȅ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 
tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝƻƴǎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ 
ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ рΥол ǇΦƳΦ ōǳǘ ǿŜ 
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƘŜŀŘΦ 
! Ϸр Řƻƴŀǝƻƴ ƛǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘΦ 
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 I think there were a couple of dollars in it beside pa-
pers, handkerchief and junk usually found in a wom-
enôs handbag. But oh! My, it was heavy, and in the 
bottom we found a sack loaded with something. I 
opened it and what do you think? The sack was full of 
gold.....raw gold fresh from a digging. I closed the 
sack, put it back in the purse and headed up the road. 

    There was only one house between where we were 
and that was the Convalescent Home for TB patients 
started by old Uncle Fred Pearce. Doc Ater and his 
wife, Frances, were caring for the home then. This 
was a kind of óstop and visit for a whileô place for an-
yone, newcomer and old timer alike, for the Aterôs 
were very cordial and 
made one feel wel-
come.  

     I said to Mammie, 
ñWeôll stop by and 
see if Mrs. Ater 
knows anything 
about the Vaughn's.ò 

     When we 
stopped, Mrs. Ater 
came running out to 
greet us as usual, 
hollering, ñCome 
in.ò  

     No,ò we said, òwe 
just wondered if you 
knew someone by 
the name of 
Vaughn?ò 

     ñOh, yes, they 
just left here. Headed 
for town, they were. San 
Bernardino or Los An-
geles and wonôt be back for a few days,ò she said. 

     ñYeah,ò I said, ñtheyôll be back right away.ò 

     ñOh, noò she insisted, ñtheyôve gone to ship their 
gold... into the government mint and wait for their 
money before coming back.ò 

     I held up the big old bag and said, ñDo you think 
this belongs to them?ò  

     Mrs. Ater looked astonished and said, ñWhy, yes, 
that is the purse the Vaughnôs had their gold in. She 
showed it to me.ò  

     ñWell,ò I told her, ñthe gold is still in it, and I say 
they will be back for it before too long.ò  

     ñYes, sure as shootinô, they will. Just as soon as 
they miss that purse, they will be back. That gold rep-
resents quite a few months of work to them.ò 

     The Vaughnôs did come back, of course, and 
Frances Ater told them how Mammie and I had found 
it, purse, gold and all laying by the side of the road 
and left it with her till they should return for it.  Mrs. 
Vaughn wanted to bake me apple pies, or dance at my 
next wedding in a pigôs trough, or just any and every-
thing to show her gratitude. 

    The reason they lost the purse in the middle of the 
desert like that was because they had stopped to 
change drivers as they were coming out of the Pipes 
wash at the long sandy slope towards the mesa. 

     It was years later when the Vaughnôs had a chance 
and did something real fine for me. One of them lean 
and dry years of the thirtyôs when there wasnôt much 
work and nothing much to make a living at, we heard 

from them. I had given up my barber shop in 
Twentynine Palms for it 
was too far to drive. Iôd 
get home so late. My 
family was growing and 
I needed a way to make 
money.  

     One day I got a letter 
from Vaughn. He 
wrote. ñJohnny, I have 
got a good job for you. I 
am head of the Carpen-
terôs Local here in Nee-
dles. They are putting a 
bridge across the Colo-
rado River. It is a union 
job, but I can help you 
get in. The Kansas City 
Bridge Co. is the con-
tractor and it will take 
near three years to fin-

ish, come directly to the Union Hall in Needles. ... I 
want to introduce you to all of the bigwigs and you 
will sit at the head of the table.ò 

And say, it was just about that way too, and Vaughn 
and his wife never left out a thing. They told the story 
of the gold, lost and found, and what a good neighbor 
I was for returning it to them. They told it to almost 
everyone, individually and again at dinner. Did I get 
the job? Well I say I did. I was inspector of the pour 
(concrete) that went into the bridge. To see that every-
thing was done right there were two civilian inspectors 
and one government inspector. I was one of the civil-
ian inspectors. How about that? 

LostLost  GoldGold 
  /ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ  ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ м 

Johnny & Mammie Kee 
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Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ŀ ƳƛŘ-ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ [ŀǳǊƛŜ 
ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭ DŜŜǎƻƴΣ .ƻō ŀƴŘ /ƘŀǊƭȅƴŜ /ƻƴƴƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŬǊǎǘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǎƛƳƛπ
ƭŀǊ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƴƎ млл ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ tŀƭƳ {ǇǊƛƴƎǎ 
ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ǿŀǎ WǳƴŜ нсΣ нлмнΦ 

¢ƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ ƭŀǘŜǊ .ƻō ŀƴŘ L ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƛƴŘȅ 
aŜƭƭŀƴŘ ƻŦ Iƛ-5ŜǎŜǊǘ tǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎΤ ǿŜ ŀƎǊŜŜŘ ǘƻ 
ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ млл ¸ŜŀǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ ƛǘ 
ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘŀƪŜ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ƻƴ ŀƭƭ ŜŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ ǘŀǎƪǎΤ Iƛ-
5ŜǎŜǊǘ tǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴΦ 

!ǎ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƻǊƻƴƎƻ .ŀǎƛƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƛƴ [ŀƴŘŜǊǎ ƻƴ Wǳƭȅ нпΣ нлмнΣ ¢ǿŜƴǘȅƴƛƴŜ 

tŀƭƳǎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ [Ŝǎ {ƴƻŘƎǊŀǎǎ 
ŀƴŘ tŀǘ wƛƳƳƛƴƎǘƻƴ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƭȅ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƻǳǘπ
ƭƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ŘŜǘŀƛƭƛƴƎ Ƙƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀƎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ Χ ŀ 
ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ōŜ ŀ Ƨƻƛƴǘ ŜũƻǊǘΦ   

¢ƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¢tI{ .ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ 
ǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜΦ ¢ƘŜ млл ¸ŜŀǊ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ 
ōŜ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǝƻƴΣ ŦǳƭŬƭƭƛƴƎ ŀ Ƴǳǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŜƭŘ ƭƻƴƎ-
ǘŜǊƳ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ŀ .ŀǎƛƴ-
ǿƛŘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƻŦ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜΦ 

¢ǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ƻƴŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŬǾŜ Řŀȅǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ 
млм Ŝǎǎŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΣ Ǉƭǳǎ ŀ 
CƻǊŜǿƻǊŘΣ 5ŜŘƛŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ !ŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ 
ǇŀƎŜΣ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛǎǝƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ ŀƴ ƛƴŘŜȄ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ Iƛ-5ŜǎŜǊǘ tǳōƭƛǎƘπ
ƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴΦ 

hƴŎŜ ŎƻǇƛŜǎ ŎƻƳŜ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǎ ƳƛŘ-hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ 
ǘƘŜ aƻǊƻƴƎƻ .ŀǎƛƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƘƻƭŘ ŀ 
ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǝƻƴΣ ŜƴŘ-ƻŦ-ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ ƛƴ 
[ŀƴŘŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ a.I{ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊǎΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜπ
ǎŜƴǘŜŘ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƛȊŜŘΣ ŬǊǎǘ Ǌǳƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǝǾŜ 
ŜŘƛǝƻƴΦ   

²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΗ 

   Bob DockendorffΣ  

   tǊƻƧŜŎǘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

   E n d  o f  a  T i m e l i n e i 

PRO J ECT 

Our stories.  Our history.  

 

 

1
st
 Saturday of each Month 

We spent the summer picking treasures 
 from every corner of the desert and now  
offer them to you at amazing bargain prices.  

Come explore the collectibles  
and unearth treasures at every turn.  

 

9am — 1pm 
632 Landers Ln,  Landers 92285 

Call Claudia  760-366-7896  
to arrange for donation pickups. 

A Pickers Paradise! Museum Market Place Reopens Sept. 6 
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Membership Report 

bŜǿ 5ǳŜǎ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ 
[ŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
ŘǳŜǎ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜΦ  !ƴƴǳŀƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ 
ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ м ŜŀŎƘ 
ȅŜŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŜǿ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǿƻƴΩǘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƻ 
[ƛŦŜǝƳŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 
    ²Ƙȅ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǧƭŜ ǳǇ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿ ōȅ ƎƻƛƴƎ 
ǘƻ ǿǿǿΦƳōƘǎΦƴŜǘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ tŀȅtŀƭΚ  
     ¢ƻ Ǉŀȅ ōȅ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ƻǊŘŜǊΣ Ŭƭƭ 
ƻǳǘΣ ŎƭƛǇ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƭ ǘƘŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦƻǊƳ  
ōŜƭƻǿΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƛǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΤ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ 
ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜǾŜƴǳŜ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ aƻǊƻƴƎƻ .ŀǎƛƴ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ 
²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƻũŜǊ 
ƻǳǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻƴ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΤ ǿŜ 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǎƛǘŜǎ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊŜΤ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ 
ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ Χ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

aŜƳōŜǊ ¢ƻǘŀƭǎ  
.ƻƻǎǘŜǊǎ   мт 

.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ aŜƳōŜǊǎ мс 

CŀƳƛƭȅ tƭŀƴǎ  ул 

IƛǎǘƻǊȅ 5ŜǘŜŎǝǾŜǎ мл 

LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ   мрс 

[ƛŦŜǝƳŜ aŜƳōŜǊǎ рр 

hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǝƻƴǎ  с     

 !ǳƎΦ нлмп ¢ƻǘŀƭǎ опл 

DƻƻŘ ϧ ²ŜƭŦŀǊŜ 
²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ ōŜǎǘ ǿƛǎƘŜǎ ǘƻ 
ƳŜƳōŜǊ .ƻō 5ƻŎƪŜƴŘƻǊũ ǿƘƻ 
ƛǎ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ 
ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊƛƻǳǎ ŦŀƭƭΦ 
 

!ƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦƻƴŘ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎŀŘƴŜǎǎ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƘƻ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ 
ǇŀǎǎŜŘ ŀǿŀȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 
aǳŶƴ IƛƭƭΣ .ŀōǎ YƻōŀƭȅΣ ŀƴŘ 
/ŀǊƻƭ tƻǎǘΦ 

Old Women Springs Field Trip  
Back by Popular Demand  

Sunday October 19th  Noon 
Members $10 

Members only on this trip 
Watch for details on your email or 
call Laurie at 760-363-6681 

http://mbhs.net/images/become_member/MembershipForm.pdf


 

Membership Spotlight on  

 Paul Geeson  
Without a doubt, Paul is 
Morongo Basin Historical 
Societyôs "go to guy." 

On Tuesdays he opens up 
the building, puts out the 
sign, raises the American 
flag, makes coffee and or-

ganizes everything for the dayôs volunteers.  

If the plumbing needs fixing, he does it. When 
the garage needed insulation, he installed it. 
When furniture needs moving, he moves it. 
When itôs time to set up for the Marketplace. he 
does it; plus he grills the franks, pops the popcorn 
and brews the coffee!  

And through it all, Paul always has a smile and a 
positive word to offer. Rare is the man with such 
admirable qualities! What would we do without 
Paul Geeson? 

A 50-year resident of Morongo Valley, Paulôs  
not only a true pioneer, heôs a real live American   
hero!   

 

Pioneer Pass  
Golf Challenge  

 

 

Friday, Sept. 5th 
Saturday, Sept. 6th 

 

Friday only scramble is $75  
at Mission Lakes Country Club 

 

Historic "Down the Mountain" game  
Saturday. 8 holes, starts at 7 a.m. in  
Big Bear.  Final hole "Hamburger Hill"  

at the Melland home overlooking  
historic Blue Skies Golf Course  

 

$130 gets you both days 
 including meals & prizes.  

 

Call Debbie at 760-365-3315  
or Shelley at 760-228-3447. 

Projects enhance access 

along path to local history 
 

The MBHS Museum & Research Center in Landers 

saw completion of two  major improvement pro-

jects in May. Concrete replaced the dirt floor under 

the portico and the sandy path to Landers original 

post office.     

     Prior to the work, both 

areas were problematic for 

those with mobility issues. 

For someone in a wheel-

chair, the Post Office was 

completely inaccessible.  

     A lot of fund raising pro-

vided financing for these 

projects. Our building fund 

remains untouched and in-

tact.   

     Contractor Bill Smith 

and Hi Grade Materials did 

an excellent job! 

Photos by 
James Spotts. 

W 
e can 
chart our 
future 

clearly and wisely 
only when we 
know the path 
which has led to 
the present. 

âAdlai E. Stevenson  


